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Five Principles of Student Ministry

Worship –Celebrating God’s presence and honoring Him with our lifestyle

Ministry- Meeting needs with love.  
Evangelism- Sharing the goodness of Jesus Christ with those who don’t know Him yet.
Fellowship- Being accepted and loved within the youth ministry community

Discipleship-Strengthening believers in their journey to be like Christ
Matthew 22

37 Jesus replied: “`Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: `Love your neighbor as yourself.' 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments."

Matthew 28

19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
A Youth Ministry Will:

· Have a vision for the ministry Proverbs 29:18

· Provide a safe place for young people to learn about Jesus John 10:9
· Encourage Christian values in their activities

· Provide opportunities for young people to serve their community and each other              Matt 25:35-40
· Hold the young people accountable for their Christian walk Romans 3:19
· Provide mentors/models for Christian living 1 Corinthians 4:14-17
· Address and care for all levels of student commitment 

A Christian Young Person Will:

· Be able to stand up for their beliefs Daniel 3
· Make life decisions based on those beliefs 1 Corinthians 2:14-16
· Have fun and be a kid in the midst of their journey to be like Christ 
1 Corinthians 10:13
A Youth Leader Will:
· Live a lifestyle in accordance with the gospel

· Be an available and active participant in the lives of the young people

· Teach and empower volunteers to relate to young people

· Build a diverse and committed team of adults with varying gifts

· Be held accountable James 2:10
· Teach and empower young people to make positive life decisions 1 Timothy 4:12
· Be in ministry to parents Proverbs 1:8-9
	 
	Groups
	Who
	Spiritual Needs

	 
	CAUTIOUS

•Suspicious

•Uncomfortable

•Unfamiliar

•Cautious about visiting

•Cautious about letting defenses down


	 Sr High:  28
Middle School: 8
	 SEE (Gateway Ministries)

•Provide “gates” into congregational life

•Moderate but purposeful programs

•Don’t put them on the spot

	 
	CURIOUS

•Interested in knowing more

•Haven’t engaged

•Seeking for something

•Not convinced Christian life is for them


	Sr High: 6

Middle School: 6
	
HEAR (Stand-Alone Ministries)

•Short-term Ministries of 4 or less components

•Satisfy curiosity

•Relate to other Christians



	 
	COMMITTED

•Committed to group and growth

•Not a personal relationship with Christ

•Not disciplined in faith growth


	 
Sr High: 13

Middle School: 13
	LEARN (Ongoing Ministries)

•Opportunities to make deeper commitments

•Longer-term studies

•Begin Leadership Experiences

•Service



	 
	CONVICTED (Professing)

•Committed to have Christ at center of

life

•Aware of God’s presence

•Feel church programs are not religious enough 

	Sr High: 12

Middle School: 4
	LIVE (Outreach Ministries)

•Focus on disciplines of faith

•Living as body of Christ

•New Ministry Roles



	
	  CONTAGIOUS 

•Deeply committed

•Seek to help others into discipleship

•Focus on living their faith
	 Sr High: 2

Middle School: 0


	BE (Teach, Reach, Receive

Ministries)

•Shared strategies for reaching others

•Advanced leadership training



	 
	
	TOTAL:     Middle School 31
                 High School    61
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What is a Four Year Study Plan?  

This plan lays out the curriculum topics for the next four years.  It is split into seasons and themes.  Each theme is visited once a year with different topics.  Each topic is given three weeks of lessons to ensure all areas are adequately covered.  Themes are rotated in semesters to be sure students in seasonal activities don’t miss the same theme each year.  

Why do we need the Plan?

 "Would you tell me, please, which way I ought to go from here?" 

"That depends a good deal on where you want to get to," said the Cat. 

"I don't much care where –" said Alice. 

"Then it doesn't matter which way you go," said the Cat. 

"– so long as I get somewhere," Alice added as an explanation. 

"Oh, you're sure to do that," said the Cat, "if you only walk long enough." 
                                                                               ~ Alice in Wonderland

 If there is no study direction or plan, our youth and youth leaders wander around from topic to topic.  Eventually, the youth catch on to the fact that there is no direction and they leave.   Lack of directionand long range goals leave youth leaders burned out and they eventually quit.


This four year plan gives youth a well rounded learning experience and gives youth leaders a clear vision of our future topics.  Our goal is to keep our youth leaders active and graduate young Disciples of Christ.  

What does it mean to create a disciple?  

We hope that youth ministry will help individuals to:

· Know their Identity in God 

· Know it’s ok to question  their faith
· Know how to share their faith

· Know how to make Godly decisions

· Know God is always with them
· Know they have a responsibility to help others 



How do we implement this plan?  


Each youth leader will have a copy of this schedule and access to books and online resources to plan their lesson.  They also can ask to have complete lessons prepared for them, or with them.  

What if something comes up, that you need to talk about?


This plan provides lessons for the entire school year.  However, if an issue comes up in the group, church or world and youth leaders feel they need to discuss it, this plan will be put to the side, to talk about current issues.  The missed topics can then be consolidated into other lessons.
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Four Year Faith and Life Study Plan Year 4

Fall 
3 Weeks
Surviving By Grace:  Surviving Stress








Naming your stress








Dealing with stress








Avoiding stress

              3 Weeks
Friends: 

Sharing








Yourself








Your faith








Your time
              3 Weeks
Stewardship: 

Emotions







Be real








Dealing with Anger







Dealing with Sadness


Winter  3 weeks
Identity in God:  
I am a Christ-bearer 








Bearing Christ at home








Bearing Christ at school








Bearing Christ at church
               3 weeks
Love:


Sex







Gift from God








Knowing the line and Standing firm








Experiencing forgiveness
               3 weeks
Mission:

World







What are the needs in this world?







What this group do?








Living your life in mission

Spring   3 weeks
Family
:

Survival Tips








What is family?








Top things that make families work








Your family needs you

               3 weeks
Culture:

Media








Media’s power on us








How to handle the news








Just do it – advertisements 

               3 weeks
Spiritual Disciplines:       Fasting








Why fast?








Deciding how to fast








Focusing on God
Four Year Bible Study Plan Year 4
Fall

               9 weeks
People of the OT

Winter

               9 weeks
Disciples and Early followers of Christ

Spring


8 weeks
Strange Stories
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